
Smithsonian 
Institution

INTERNATIONAL
INFORMATION 
PROGRAMS

4.7

D
ES

IG
N

IN
G

 Y
O

U
R 

AM
ER

IC
AN

 S
PA

CE

“SO YOU...” Only Have One Small Space (continued)

Use lightweight stacking chairs to host 
lecture-style programming.

Use formal tables and chairs in the  
makerspace area to host a maker 
workshop or showcase. Give your patrons 
plenty of work surfaces to work through 
ideas as a group or individually.

Add a few mobile partitions, like these mobile  
whiteboards, to creatively divide the makerspace  
from the other programming areas. Whiteboard  
partitions are great additions to a makerspace to 
provide patrons with writing surfaces to brainstorm, 
collaborate, and create.

Arrange comfortable lounge seating into 
a group around small tables to foster 
conversation-style programming.

Think	about	reconfiguring	your	space	with		
the	same	furniture	for	different	programming		
possibilities.	Ample	storage	allows	you	to	put		
away	pieces	of	furniture	that	are	not	in	use		
and	is	crucial	to	the	flexibility	of	the	space.


